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PRESS RELEASE 
Respected primary school headteacher facing redundancy 

 

Swinford C of E Primary School is a financially-sound village school in South Leicestershire.  Parents 

and carers of pupils at the school have recently discovered that the academy trust we are a part of, 

Diocese of Leicester Academies Trust (DLAT), are proposing that our Head will be removed from post 

and replaced with an Executive Head responsible for our school and at least one other school within 

the Trust.  The proposal will see our dedicated and hugely popular headteacher, Mr Edy O’Connor 

being made redundant.   

Edy joined our school in 2012 and has transformed it into one of the most popular and engaging 

primary schools in the area.  Under Edy’s leadership a dedicated team of staff have been assembled 

that put the needs of every child first.  Every opportunity to enrich the learning experience is 

embraced, there is enthusiasm, passion and a drive to succeed from both the teaching staff and the 

pupils. 

In 2016 the proposal to convert to academy status by joining DLAT was presented to parents and 

carers. Representatives from DLAT advised ‘you and your children will see little visible difference, the 

admissions policy will not change, and members of staff will continue to be part of the school as they 

are now’.  In 2017 the school officially joined DLAT and despite apprehension parents and carers firmly 

believed from the information given to them that DLAT would uphold the Christian values and beliefs 

that the school prides itself on.  Sadly, this does not appear to be the case, DLAT appears to be placing 

profit above our children’s education. 

Parents and carers are disappointed and dismayed by the proposals: 

• they feel that Swinford school’s finances will be drained to support a less financially viable school 

which in turn will affect the education of our children; 

• they feel the decision not to consult with them over these changes is unfair, against the values of 

the school and the trust and biased against the school and the staff; 

• they feel that the CEO of DLAT is not adhering to the visions, aims and value set by DLAT 

themselves; 

• parents and carers feel that if this proposal is implemented Edy, his staff, the governing body, the 

parents and carers, the village community and most importantly the children will all suffer. 

The parents and carers action group will be organising events to protest against this unfair decision 

and are demanding that they receive fair, open and sensible consultation on a major decision that will 

affect the education standards of future years of new and existing students in the hope that a more 

workable solution to this issue can be implemented without the need for job losses. 

Many parents only came to our school due to the reputation of Edy O’Connor and his team and feel 

betrayed by the way DLAT believe they can railroad their questionable business model on many 

innocent children. 

Ultimately, rather than putting the best interests of the children first the parents and carers think this 

proposal is about the Church wanting to make money out of schools.  Jesus turned the money 

changers out of the temple DLAT has put up a welcome sign! 


